6         THE MEDIATOR

midway between man and God, as a media-
tor through whom the Life-streams descend
and ascend to and from all men? It is
because He so trains His nature. Life
after life, as He lives from age to age, He
makes Himself one with each descending
stream, through His sympathy, under-
standing and sacrifice?. He is one with
the sinner, and undergoes with him the
struggle of temptation; He sins with the
sinner, and yet understands the sin and
pities the sinner; He suffers with the
sinner as the debt of pain is being paid,
and yet strengthens the will to repentance.
Every type of human life He becomes one
with; king and subject, master and ser-
vant, hand-worker and brain worker, hus-
band and wife, parent and child, doubter
and teacher, these He becomes life after
life, till not a single cry for light, not a
single thrill of joy which happens in the
world but finds instantaneous response in
Him. More wonderful still, every stream
of life of animal, plant and mineral be-
comes twined into His life, till of a verity
He is the Vine, and we are the branches.